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 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF RUSHTON PARISH COUNCIL 
held at the JESSIE HUGHES VILLAGE HALL on MONDAY 16th January at 7.30pm
Present:

Cllrs. M.Wilson, D.Lilley, A. Nicholas, J. O’Shea,  A. Rose, E.Shaw  
In Attendance:
A. Stubbs – Clerk



Mr. R. Chisnall

Mr. K. Parker

Ms. S. Baxter










(prospective youth leader)

12.01.01
Apologies for Absence and declarations of interest
Resolved:
that the apologies received from Cllrs. M. Scott and E. Moore-Dutton be accepted. 

Cllr. Shaw declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning application 11/05632/FUL.
12.01.02
Minutes 
Resolved:
that the minutes of the meeting held on 12th December 2011 be agreed and signed as a correct record.  Proposed Cllr. Shaw, seconded Cllr. O’Shea and all agreed.
12.01.03
Public Speaking Time
Mr. Chisnall stated that he had received the application form for the Community Pride competition and requested that a member of the Parish Council should complete it with him.
ACTION – Cllr. Rose to liaise.
Mr. Parker raised the position for the community pride plaques. It had been decided that these would be displayed at the Village hall and this would be raised with the Village Hall Committee Committee at their January meeting. The £100 prize money will be spent on a suitable support structure.
ACTION – Cllr. Wilson

Cllr. Wilson reported that he had received and replied to an email from a resident of Lower Lane regarding the parking around the school, the youth club and the play area. It was generally agreed that the parking at the school had improved but Cllr. Wilson suggested that that school parking could be included in the current “road safety initiative” involving all parties to discuss the issues.
ACTION – Cllr. Wilson
12.01.04
Matters Arising

Red Lion Pub
There has been no official communication but various rumours.
ACTION – Cllr. Wilson to contact the brewery for information – Update in newsletter.

Broken car window on Village Green

This has now been resolved and the resident concerned has received payment. Mr Peel was grateful for Parish Council support but will be writing to CWaC Council to complain about how the case was handled.
Owlscote

New signs have gone up at the site and two of the caravans have been removed. The owners of the site have until 24th January to comply with planning regulations before enforcement action by CWAC.

The clerk reported that she had received a phone call from the owner of the Fisheries on Oxheys Lane regarding the ragwort. The site is for sale and there is no money to take any action but neighbouring landowners have been informed that they can take their own action on the land if required.

ACTION – to review in 3 months and raise with any new owners.
Spending of £100 Community Spirit prize money

Discussed in public speaking time.
Queens Diamond Jubilee

A meeting had been held before the Parish Council meeting and various ideas raised with a committee being formed. It has been agreed that a function will be held over the weekend of 3rd June. A further meeting to be held on February 8th.
Planning permission for tree work

Mr. Chisnall to include in the newsletter.
Snow/Grit Bags

A letter had been received from CWAC informing the PC that none of the suggested sites for grit bins complied with their policies. It was decided to consult with residents on the next actions to be taken.
ACTION – 
clerk to investigate cost of a PC financed bin

Cllr. Wilson to discuss with Jessie Hughes Committee a solution for this season as they have a requirement for the car park.

Cllr Wilson to include the subject of “preferred bin locations in the Parish” in the February Newsletter seeking residents views so that we get it right for next                      winter.

Sandstone Walls
The clerk had investigated and found that in most cases it was recommended that walls are not sealed as this can cause more problems. Cllr. Wilson had found an article on Bakewell which has a similar problem. 

ACTION – Cllr. Wilson to contact Bakewell PC.
Councillors visit to school
ACTION – clerk to contact headteacher offering to help with initiatives for young people
Community Governance Review
A questionnaire had been received from CWAC requesting information about any changes required to the format of the Parish Council. It was decided that no changes are required at present.

ACTION – clerk to complete and return

Local Council Assembly

This is to take place on 1st March at Frodsham. 3 representatives of the PC are invited. Cllr. Scott has already expressed an interest. 

ACTION – all those who would like to attend to contact the clerk
12.01.05
Reports from Working Groups
It was decided to discuss Youth /Social/Community first so that Sarah Baxter could leave the meeting.

Play Area

Awaiting a further meeting with CWAC as there are various issues to be discussed.
Youth Club

It was suggested that during Febuary trial meetings of the youth club could take place at the village hall as there are some Tuesdays free. CRB checks, insurance cover, membership policy  etc. would have to be in place. Mr. Chisnall said he would check what cover would be provided under the village hall insurance policy.

Sarah Baxter has many of the formats and will let the PC know the requirements for the first night.

ACTION – Cllr. O’Shea and clerk to complete questionnaire for insurance company.

       - Sarah Baxter to work with Council on setting up Admin

Projects involving Young People

Discussed earlier.

Sarah Baxter left the meeting.

Communications

Website


It was noted that the News page had disappeared from the website and the format was strange when using Firefox but OK with Explorer.
ACTION – Clerk to investigate
Parish Directory
Amendments have now been done and the first 10 copies will be re-issued to Councillors shortly. Quotes have been requested from printers as the 230 copies required is too much work for a small printer.

ACTION – With Cllr. Wilson
Newsletter
It was requested that any items for the newsletter should be forwarded to Mr. Chisnall.

Development/Planning/Environment
Village Green

There has been a set back for this project as it has been found that the Parish Council do not own the green around the well but that it is owned by Highways. Further investigation and negotiation will now have to take place for this part of the project.

It is hoped that the scheme for the rest of the Green (including the telephone kiosk) will start soon. 

Trimming of trees on village green

This should be done in the next few weeks as part of the clearance for electricity supply cables. 

It was reported that the Community Pride oak had been planted in Kings Lane on 14th December. Also that last year’s tree was on Edgewell Lane was still alive but required a bigger stake.

ACTION – Cllr. Wilson

Village Design Statement
A meeting involving neighbouring parish councils as well as CWAC and Cheshire Community Action has been set up for the Monday 30th January, 7.30pm at the Village Hall. 
ACTION – Cllr Wilson + 3 Volunteer councillors to attend

Road Safety

The Road Safety document created from the November meeting has gone out to 17 residents who showed interest. Many returns have been received with comments. All Councillors were requested to read and return their copies with comments to Cllr Wilson..

ACTION - all
Maintenance of Hedges

The Golf Course had been asked to maintain their hedges. It was hoped that Mr. B. Platt would follow this up.
Services

Electricity sub-station

The alternative site to Elm Tree Court is being strongly considered by Scottish Power.
12.01.06 
Planning Matters
Cllr. Shaw left the meeting.
a) Applications since the last meeting 
11/05632/FUL – steel frame building at Red Beech Farm, Dogmore Lane
Resolved:
that no objections be made to this application but shielding with trees be requested on the North West elevation – proposed Cllr. Lilley, seconded Cllr. Nicholas and all agreed.
Cllr. Shaw returned to the meeting.

b)   Decisions made

11/04614/FUL – replacement dwelling at Parkside, Kings Lane – permitted

11/05251/FUL – timber store at Eaton Primary School – permitted

12.01.07
Highways

Problems/Potholes

Blocked gullies on Dogmore Lane at the junction with Moss Hall Lane and outside the Red Lion pub north entrance.
ACTION – clerk to report
12.01.08
Correspondence

Resolved: 
that correspondence received as detailed below be noted and the action list be agreed
	SENDER
	DATED
	DETAILS
	ACTION

	Ged Gigg Cheshire Police
	06/01/12
	Monthly update for December
	Noted

	Cheshire West and Chester
	16/12/11
	Notice of Road Closure through Eaton village
	Put in newsletter

	NALC and CPRE
	
	Planning explained booklet


	Noted

	Cheshire Community Action
	
	December newsletter
	

	Fire Brigade Union
	22/12/11
	Letter against move to central fire control asking for support
	Clerk to write in support


12.01.09
Finance Matters 

Resolved:
that the following net accounts are passed for payment:

	PAYEE
	DESCRIPTION
	NET 
	VAT 
	TOTAL 

	Alex Stubbs
	3rd quarter salary
	347.84
	
	347.84

	Alex Stubbs
	3rd quarter expenses
	28.82
	4.66
	33.49

	Linnet Book-keeping
	Internal audit
	12.00
	
	12.00


that the precept be raised to £3,900 – proposed Cllr. Nicholas, seconded Cllr. Lilley and all agreed.
that the 3rd quarter financial statement be accepted.

12.01.10
Any Other Business
Cllr. Lilley reported that the next Oulton Park Liaison which should have taken place on 22nd February will now take place on 14th March. 
The clerk to email Graham Cookson to confirm that the elected representatives from Rushton Parish Council on the Liaison group were Cllrs. Shaw and Lilley.

Cllr. O’Shea stated that the primary school charity ball will take place on 13th July at Portal Golf Club to raise money for MacMillan Cancer Care.
Councillors were reminded that the next meeting will take place on Monday 20th February 2012.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.00pm.





Signed:

______________________






Date:


______________________
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